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Langley Primary School 
Creative Curriculum Policy 
 
 
‘The national curriculum provides pupils with an introduction to the essential knowledge that they need to be educated citizens. It introduces pupils to the best that has been thought and said; and helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. [It] is just one element in the education of every child. There is time and space in the school day and in each week, term and year to range beyond the national curriculum specifications. The national curriculum provides an outline of core knowledge around which teachers can develop exciting and stimulating lessons to promote the development of pupils’ knowledge, understanding and skills as part of the wider school curriculum.’ 
(National curriculum, 2014) 
 
Inspirational quotes 
 
A creative curriculum means, ‘[thinking] inside the box tells you what to write, and [thinking] out of the box is thinking of your own ideas’. Langley Primary Pupil, aged 8. 
 
‘Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world’. Nelson Mandela. 
 
 ‘Education is the key to unlock the golden door to freedom’, George Washington Carver. 
 
‘Don’t put a limit on anything. The more you dream, the farther you get’ Michael Phelps 22 medals. 
 
This Creative Curriculum policy has been approved by the staff and governors of Langley Primary School and will be reviewed annually.  
ETHOS 
 
The primary aim of our creative approach to the teaching and learning of the national curriculum at Langley Primary School is to ensure that our children are given high quality learning experiences across all subjects equally. We believe that this helps to instil enthusiasm, confidence, independence and a proactive engagement for learning new knowledge, then skills that will foster a lifelong love of learning.  
We advocate that a thematic approach to the delivery of the curriculum allows children to develop essential knowledge and skills within a broad range of subjects. We believe that contextualised and purposeful learning allows children to make links between new knowledge, which they can then build on and transfer to tasks more independently. Whilst academic progress and attainment is essential, we believe that delivering a curriculum in a creative way also helps our children to acquire learning behaviours that help prepare them for life after school.  
This policy details the roles of children and teachers in Early Years and both Key Stages, and how our school implements a creative curriculum to ensure that children are taught in a nurturing, creative and productive environment; that is conducive to the teaching and learning of enriched curriculum knowledge and skills.  
Our Values –Key Characteristics of our school 
At the beginning of each School Improvement Planning process we reflect on what we want the school to stand for and its values. The following set of statements are the underlying principles of how we implement characteristics (values) of our school.   
 
1) Staff 
Staff work best in a context where they feel valued, confident and secure in themselves. 
Staff need to know what is expected of them, to have this monitored and to be provided with support at the level of need. 
We monitor staff morale and welfare and consider this a priority of the school.  Staff are properly trained based on what is asked of them – subject knowledge and pedagogy. This means that they can be flexible to the individual child’s needs and the context. 
Staff new to roles are properly supported and monitored. 
 
2) Standards 
Every child deserves the opportunity to meet their potential. 
Children should meet the Expected Standard, or higher, where possible. 
We aim for children to make at least expected progress in each Key Stage 
We teach the next step for individual children 
We support children at their level of need and support is allocated by need not by classes 
Improving the quality of teaching is critical. 
Our teaching approach will be tailored to the children’s needs 
 
3) Who the school is for 
Our school is inclusive. 
We will take any child from the catchment area if we can.  
We prioritise support at the point of need. 
Cohesion within school is an expectation and a priority. 
 
4) How children learn 
Learning happens best in a meaningful, engaging context. 
Children learn best when they (and their families) feel safe, confident, secure in themselves and believing that they can achieve well. 
We use a project-based approach which has contextual meaning for the children. 
Approach to learning is hands on, practical and exploratory. 
Children learn best when work is part of a spiral curriculum of skills and knowledge being taught by short, interconnected learning journeys. 
Children are seen holistically and their emotional and mental health needs are seen as a priority alongside their academic needs 
The support of the family is linked to the success of the child. 
Children need secure routines and consistent boundaries to flourish 
 
 
5) The type of curriculum 
Children should be given the broadest range of high quality educational opportunities possible to expand their aspirations, horizons and life skills. 
Basic skills and knowledge in Reading, Writing and Maths are critical to a child’s future. All subjects are valued and taught properly (and not seen as bolt-ons to be dropped for core subjects). 
The curriculum should develop life skills that support the whole development of the child. 
 
Our school curriculum is largely bespoke. All learning is based on a termly Science, Geography or History theme, that meets the national curriculum requirements, but in a context that is meaningful and purposeful to the children. For five subjects (Music/ DT/PHSE/Computing and Art) however we use purchased schemes which are aligned completely to the NC. This was a decision made to ensure that in those subject areas where staff may not have as much expertise that they are supported by a well-planned and structured framework which in turn will allow the children to achieve the requirements of the National Curriculum in those areas. 
Why create a Creative Curriculum at our school? 
At our school, we feel that it is our moral duty to provide children with life-long learning skills, stability, a secure curriculum knowledge, and transferrable skills that they can then depend on in their future lives. Though academic attainment and progress are monitored rigorously in our school to secure academic success, we feel that it is our duty to nurture every child’s personal growth, as it is vital for their future development. With this in mind, we decided to create a bespoke creative curriculum – one that will cater for every child in our school. It is intended to help develop and nurture the learning behaviours of every child, so that they are better equipped to acquire new knowledge and transferrable skills in a more meaningful way.  
 
 
 
 
What do we mean by ‘Creative’? What is our intention? 
Our school have worked tirelessly to define and create a unique perspective/definition of what creative means to our children and to the staff at Langley Primary School, in an effort to deliver the national curriculum knowledge in a creative and purposeful way.  
 
A creative curriculum means, ‘[thinking] inside the box tells you what to write, and [thinking] out of the box is thinking of your own ideas’. Langley Primary Pupil, aged 8 
‘Creative is unique. If you are being creative you are being unique’ Langley Primary School, aged 7. 
 
Creativity has been partly defined by our children as ‘thinking out of the box’ and ‘having freedom of choice to grow’.  
Implementation of a Creative Curriculum – Langley Curriculum Values  
 
Langley Curriculum Values that value life-long learning 
 
Skilled teachers plan and deliver lessons that are imaginative, thematic, engaging and fun. Creative teachers also consider alternative flexible teaching approaches to tasks set allowing children to develop the ten Langley Curriculum Values (learning behaviours that are listed below) that will help equip them for life-long learning.  
Langley’s Curriculum Values are: 
 i
	Langley Curr
	iculum Values 

	Resilience 
	Communication 

	Confidence 
	Independence 

	Collaboration 
	Enquiry 

	Responsibility 
	Reflection 

	Positivity 
	Challenge 


 
 
In addition to this, skilled teachers offer more open-ended opportunities to help nurture and foster the children’s self-belief, and as such, children often leave the classrooms feeling that they have achieved. Creative teachers remain enthusiastic, positive and unwavering in their commitment to provide the very best for the individual children in their class. 
 
Teachers implement the Langley Curriculum Values in any curriculum subject being taught. These terms are used frequently with the children during lessons to help equip them with the necessary understanding of what they mean and how they help them with their learning. Langley Curriculum Values are displayed in all classrooms as visual reminders for the children. 
Langley Curriculum Values reflect the philosophy, shared goals and ideals of our school. They are the fabric of our culture within our school that are explicitly interwoven to equip our children with transferrable, progressive life-long learning behaviours that help prepare our children for life after school.  
We feel that the Creative Curriculum is successful because: 
	Planning 

	· Long Term Curriculum Planning Maps are created by teachers around 3 specific themes. 
· Medium Term Curriculum Planning Maps are created by teachers termly around one specific theme. 
· Wherever possible, the national curriculum statutory programmes of study are taught in a cross-curricular way. 
· Langley Curriculum Values are used for creative lessons and  help children use a range of skills and learning behaviours for life-long learning. 
· Langley Skills Ladders help inform planning and ensure a balanced coverage of skills for each national curriculum subject. 
· In English and Maths the use of an assessment tracker that monitors individual progresss, informs planning and any next steps in learning. 
· Teaching and planning is adapted frequently. 
· Special days or events are planned termly - events, hooks or activities enabling children to celebrate achievements with their friends, visitors or parents.  
· Teachers create ‘hooks’ prior to most learning journeys to instil interest and motivate further learning.  

	Approach 

	· We teach the National Curriculum in a creative and engaging way.  
· Each year group creates lessons that link to a Science, History or Geography theme for the learning to be meaningful. The theme changes termly.  
· Children are encouraged to use Langley Curriculum Values when taking part in activities set to help prepare them for life after school. 
· Children are given the opportunity to provide feedback about their curriculum to help inform new ideas and approaches. As such, teaching is adapted to suit the interests of the children when necessary. 
· All pupil groups are being catered for in the delivery of the creative curriculum. 
· Curriculum leaders monitor the implementation of expectations and the impact within their subject. 
· Teachers reflect on their classroom practice to always strive for excellence. 
· Pre-learning opportunities are used to ensure that all pupil groups have equal access to the curriculum, and that all children are given the chance to process important information before learning. 
· Parental input is encouraged. As such, termly workshops () are arranged to enable parents to participate and get involved. 
· Each year group takes part in at least one educational trip to enhance, contextualise and promote the curriculum objectives and skills, and the experiences of our children.  
· Children have an opportunity three times in their time at Langley to take part in a valuable residential visit to particularly focus on outdoor pursuits. This enables them to be in an unfamiliar setting with their friends, and to partake in tutor-led activities. 
· Additional visits further enhance the learning experiences of children at Langley, such as being able to star in ‘Young Voices’ amongst 10,000 other children in Birmingham. We have a link to a local dementia group and our children visit their centre and take part in activities. These experiences provide children with valuable life skills. Children in KS 2 have termly visits to the local library to promote a love of reading  
· All year groups make use of the school woods to help widen learning experiences. 

	Knowledge 

	· All teachers have good subject knowledge. 
· All teachers have a good understanding of what is required in order for a child to progress through the curriculum. 
· All teachers regularly receive up-to-date valuable training on various aspects that help enhance the quality of teaching, and help further improve the learning of each individual. 
· Knowledge Organisers (see below) enable children to have access to key information for their termly theme being taught. It helps them to process new information and prepare them for further learning.  
· Children take part in fun quizzes, and memory games to ensure that they are secure at recalling some important facts. 
· New knowledge is revisited in other curriculum areas regularly to help make knowledge relatable and therefore, memorable. 
· Lessons are linked and interwoven to ensure knowledge is meaningful. 
· Knowledge of children is assessed by Senior Management or curriculum leaders by asking children searching questions about the topic being taught for their year group.  
 


 
 
 
Termly Themes for each Year group.  
	Year Group 
	Autumn Theme 
	Spring Theme 
	Summer Theme 

	Nursery 
Cycle 1 
	All 
about me! 
	Nursery Rhymes 
	Traditional stories 
	People who 
help us  
	Growing 
	On the farm 

	Reception 
	Marvellous me ! 
	Traditional Tales 
	Dangerous Dinosaurs 
	Ticket to ride 
	Food Glorious Food
 
	Fantasy and Adventure

	Year 1 
	Castles 
	In the Woods 
	Out and About 

	Year 2 
	Home and Away 
Langley and Egypt
	Great Fire of 
London 
	Wild Things 
Famous Explorers

	Year 3 
	Stone Age 
	Water Water Everywhere 
	Ancient Egypt 

	Year 4 
	Romans and Anglo Saxons 
	Vikings
Lights, Camera, Action!
	The West Midlands


	Year 5 
	The Ancient 
Greeks
Italy ( Campania)
	Mayans
Amazing Amazon
	Out of this world


	Year 6 
	World War 2 
	Author Study – 
Anthony Horowitz 
	Business Enterprise 


 
 
Knowledge Organiser 
[image: ] 
At Langley, we not only help prepare children for life with the Langley Curriculum Values, but we also want them to acquire a wide-range of subject knowledge. As such, all teachers have created Knowledge Organisers for all children in their class, to ensure that they are prepared for their learning in any topics being taught. Children will have access to key vocabulary and the key knowledge to be taught and learnt. It is used as a reference point for the children enabling them to consolidate their knowledge and also as the basis for low stakes quizzes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Langley Skills Ladders  
Teachers use the national curriculum, the Langley Curriculum Values and Knowledge Organisers to plan creative lessons – the Langley way.   
 
[image: ] 
 
Teachers use the Langley Skills Ladders for History, Geography, Science and P.E to help ensure continuity and progression. Teachers monitor and alter medium-term planning accordingly to ensure that children are acquiring and developing a wide-range of skills.  
 
ENRICHMENT – LANGLEY CHALLENGE 
In our commitment to help develop the cultural capital of our children, with transferrable and life enhancing skills, we have dedicated Friday afternoons for our children to choose from a range of activities that help develop this. Children will take part in activities, such as First Aid, Forest School and much more. These activities are life-enhancing skills that, along with the Langley Curriculum Values, help prepare our children for adulthood.  
The Learning Environment 
All teachers work hard to ensure that the classroom environment is conducive to the learning and well-being of all children. As committed practitioners, we feel that children need to feel respected, supported and welcomed in our school, and as such, all teachers work hard to create a learning environment that: 
· is well-managed to ensure that children feel secure and safe in school; 
· is challenging and stimulating through visual prompts and children’s work;  
· is calm to ensure that all children have space to think, reflect and process new learning; 
· is vibrant, happy and positive;  
· is labelled well with visual cues for all children, regardless of abilities to access.  
· has effective routines and timetables; 
· is organised, well-resourced and clutter free; 
· is well-presented to ensure that all children are able to think clearly
· is labelled well so that children are able to access resources independently 
·  displays the learning journeys of English, Maths and Science learning
· displays the work produced in cross-curricular learning.

The indoor and outdoor classrooms are important components for effective teaching and learning to take place. Nursery and Reception teachers work hard to ensure that the indoor learning environment matches the outdoor learning environment whenever possible.   
Display 
Displays in the school are used to create an attractive and stimulating environment. There are display boards in all areas of the school and they are to display work from a range of curriculum areas to a high standard.  
Theme displays in classrooms serve to remind the children of what they have learned in a specific topic. It is to be changed termly in accordance with the topic planning. Displays seek to stimulate discussion and are reference points for the children to make links with their learning. Displays are 2d or 3d in appearance, and are well presented. They are used to celebrate the individual child's efforts as well as ability.   
Working walls are displayed in all classrooms, and are not intended to display neatly polished pieces of work.  They are designed to serve as a reminder of previous learning outcomes for a specific learning journey, and are there to help provide ideas and stimulus for independent working and learning. Walls are cleared at the start of a new learning journey. In addition, VIPERS and Langley Curriculum Values are displayed in all classrooms at all times, which serve to remind the children of the essential reading skills (VIPERS), and learning behaviours that can be transferred across all curriculum areas.  
 
Achievement 
Teachers work hard to ensure that children have a sense of personal achievement at the end of a lesson. We do not attribute value judgements on the scale of an achievement, as there is no such thing as a small or a big achievement at Langley!  
 
	Achievements 

	Short Term: 

	· Positive reinforcement of good behaviour is verbally given.  
· Written or verbal feedback is given by their peers, class teacher, Head teacher, or Deputy Head teacher. 
· Having opportunities to share good work. 
· Class teachers have their own reward system for children to work towards i.e. raffle tickets  
· The award of a pen licence when children’s handwriting is fluent, legible and consistently joined 
· Most improved hand writer certificates are awarded to one child in each class on a weekly basis (this is to ensure children who struggle with fine motor control are not disadvantaged.
· Golden Sticker (In accordance with our assembly themes each week) – a class teacher will nominate a child, and a letter will be sent home to their parent. 
· Attendance – Individual and class rewards for attendance, behaviour and punctuality. 

	Long Term: 

	· Two children are nominated termly by each class teacher. The teacher produces a personal report about each child, and this is presented to them in an assembly, where the parents are also invited to attend.  
· Displays are updated regularly to ensure that there is a broad coverage of work displayed linked with the theme being taught.  
· Child of the Year- A child is nominated by the class teacher. A presentation is made, and the 
child’s parents are invited to attend. Their family photo is then displayed for all to see in the school corridor. 
· Musical evenings are held at the end of the autumn term and in the summer term. Children who play musical instruments perform to parents, and it is chance for them to showcase their musical talents. 


Equal Opportunities 
 
We are an inclusive school and there is an expectation for all children to be involved and immersed equally in a range of Creative Curriculum lessons created by the class teacher.   Every adult is a teacher of every child, having the highest aspirations and expectations for all pupil groups, such as, EAL disadvantaged, LAC, and including those with special educational needs/disabilities. We provide a broad, balanced academic and social curriculum which is accessible and ensures all are fully included in all aspects of school life and feel equally valued and fully part of the school community. We aim to achieve a community where parents and those working in school have a mutual trust and confidence in each other, created through clear, consistent approaches to communication and collaborative working to enable outstanding outcomes for all children. 
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